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Florida Chapter of the American Planning Association

Minority Scholarship
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION GUIDELINES
2009
The Program

The scholarship is meant to celebrate planning and foster increased interest in planning by providing partial funding for students in underserved ethnic groups (Black) who attend a PAB accredited planning institution located in the state of Florida.  
Eligibility

· Students who are members of one of the following minority groups – Black 

· At the time the award is given, the student must be entering their second year in a graduate urban and regional planning program at a PAB accredited planning program within the state of Florida

· Citizens of the United States or those with Permanent Resident Alien Status
· Students who intend to work as practicing planners upon graduation
· Students able to document their need for financial assistance

Note:  Prior winners of any Florida Chapter of the American Planning Association administered fellowship or scholarship program are not eligible.

Application requirements include:

1. personal statement stating how receiving this scholarship will enable you to contribute to planning;

2. one letter of recommendation in support of the student’s application and career goals;

3. official transcripts from current planning program.  If the transcript does not accompany this application the student must request the transcript from the registrar and have it sent with adequate time for receipt to the Florida Chapter of the American Planning Association Tallahassee office no later than May 29, 2009;
4. a resume, which includes any planning experience to date (if any)
Please Note:

Incomplete applications will not be reviewed by the Committee. To check on the status of your application, send your request to fapa@floridaplanning.org
Selection Criteria

A Selection Committee of three to four persons appointed by the Florida Chapter APA President will review applications and determine award winners.  Application will be judged using the following criteria in order of importance:

· commitment to planning as reflected in personal statement and resume

· academic achievement and/or improvement during previous semesters

· letter of recommendation

· financial need – both absolute need and need relative to tuition costs

Awards will be made to those demonstrating the highest levels of commitment to the planning profession as communicated in the personal statement and involvement in other planning-related activities, academic achievement, strong letters of recommendation, and financial need.

The Award Process

· The Selection Committee meets in June to review applications.

· The Florida Chapter of the APA Executive Director will announce the names of award recipients at the 2009 Annual Florida Chapter of the American Planning Association Conference in September.
Local sections are encouraged to involve recipients in Chapter activities and provide mentoring.
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Month/Year (Ex: 05/2010)

Application Checklist (to be completed by Candidate):

· Personal statement
· Resume

· Official Transcript

· 1 letter of recommendation

Certification
I have examined the entire application and all documents attached.  I certify that to the best of my ability, knowledge and belief that this Minority Scholarship application package is true and all representations herein are accurate statements of fact(s).

Applicant Signature

University Chair (or Nominating Committee Chair) Signature

Deadline

The deadline for the Minority Scholarship is 5pm on May 29, 2009.  All original application information must be received in the Florida APA Tallahassee office by the deadline.  If forwarded via FEDEX or similar courier service the delivery must be made to APA by May 29, 2009.  Faxed or electronic documents will not be accepted.

Mail completed applications to:

Florida Chapter of APA Minority Scholarship

2040 Delta Way
Tallahassee, FL 32303
