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Trend of decline of Driving in the U.S. 
• Loss of 12.9 billion vehicle miles 

traveled (VMT) or 5.3% between 
2007 and 2008.

• “Stabilizing female labor force;
• Transition of baby boomer bubble 

through their peak travel years;
• Saturation of vehicle ownership and 

stabilizing zero-vehicle households; 
and

2007-2009

Recent Trends

Between 1977 and 2006
• Population grew by 30% while the 

amount of vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) jumped by 150% and transit 
miles increased by 60%

Factors influencing increase in VMT
• Increased trip making
• Population growth
• Growth of female labor force and 

gender equity in driving

1977-2006

Historic Trends

Reasons for change in thought

and
• Stabilizing public transit, walk and 

bike, and auto-occupancies after 
years of decline.”

-Steven Polzin, Director of the National Center of 
Transit Research, USF

gender equity in driving
• Shifts in travel modes
• Increased distances
- U.S. Transit Trends: Time for a Different Outlook?”

Robert T. Dunphy, Urban Land Magazine, July 2009



Reasons to retool our thinking for developing future land and systems

The New Normal

The question isn’t “When do things 
go back to normal?” It’s “What will 
the new normal look like?”

Over the next 15 years the typical
homebuyer in North America will:

Be part of a smaller family
(single, childless, part of a
childless couple or with grown

Economic Impacts
Environmental Implications
Traffic Congestion
Social Connectivity

childless couple or with grown
children);

Consider “value” over “luxury” ; 

Seek lower property taxes

Demand reduced energy costs;

Desire reduced commuting time; and

Availability to mass transit.



Transit-Oriented Development (TOD)
“Focusing development around transit facilities has become a 
significant way to improve accessibility, support, community and regional 
goals of enhancing the quality of life, and supporting the financial success 
of transit investment.”

– Gwen Chisholm, Transit Cooperative Research Program, TRCP Report 12, 
Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) in the United States



The Conditions

Partnerships

Opportunity

Market Conditions

Leadership
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The Challenges

1 Mandate & Jurisdiction

Costs & Benefits

Market & Transit Project Cycles

Shift in Community Perception
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Transportation network should not trump land use planning;

Rapid public transit is no longer a utility ;

An opportunity to “city-shape” ; and

Integrated development should be “incentivized, not penalized” ; 

Transportation Vs. Land Use Planning



“Sustainable Urbanism" --
an integrated approach to 
transportation and land use 
planning

Sustainable Urbanism

Central Florida Commuter Rail
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